
Rational Numbers



What makes a number rational?

Rational
What word do we notice?



A number is rational if it can be 
written as the ratio of two integers.

(Integers:  Positive and negative whole numbers)

YES,
a fraction!!!



Examples of rational numbers:

Whole Numbers



Terminating Decimals



Repeating Decimals

.44 .81.66

.36 .125



Irrational Numbers

The square root of any number that is not 
a perfect square is IRRATIONAL.

The cube root of any number that is not a 
perfect cube is IRRATIONAL.



Rational or not?



How to estimate the square 
root of a number.



It helps to know perfect squares:



The square roots of which perfect squares 
do the following numbers fall between?

6

87
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